Studies directed toward the synthesis of cryptoheptine.
Synthesis of 5,10-dihydro-10-methylindolo[3, 2-b][1]benzazepin-12(11H)-one (2), an isomer of the reported structure for cryptoheptine (1), is presented. Attempts to convert 2 to 1 led to 10-methylindolo[3,2-b][1]benzazepin-12-one (10), an oxidation product of 2 and presumably 1. These results highlight the potential instability of cryptoheptine and cast doubt on its proposed structure.